
 

 1 

Turning Hearts 
Malachi 4:1-6 

November 13, 2022 
 

 Today we are in the last chapter of the Old Testament.  Being the last chapter, 

we would normally think, being the last, it is last for a reason.  We might think what 

comes next would be something different, something new and that is what we have in 

the New Testament.  Yet in being the last, might it hold some words for the future?  That 

is what we have here in the text for today. 

 It was written about 430 years before Jesus shows upon the scene.  Malachi was 

one of the minor prophets who was to bring the Word of God to the people to prepare 

them for the future.   

 If you think about it, they were used to waiting.  The whole of creation was 

waiting for the Messiah, Jesus to come.  Adam and Eve longed for it, Adam over 900 

years. In that time, how many times did he tell of the fall and especially of the promise.  

It was the promise God gave to him and Eve and the devil that He would send a Son, 

born of a woman who would make things right again. 

 Over the years things would fall apart until only eight humans out of millions or 

billions of people were saved by the ark which kept them from the flood that wiped out 

the rest of mankind and many creatures, creatures that only had a couple of 

represented kinds on the ark with Noah and his family. 

 The people of Malachi’s day had heard the promise and looked forward to that 

day.  Malachi, in the lesson for today is given the words to put down for us to read, to 

hear, to be encouraged even if they may make us squirm a little, knowing what Malachi 

wrote to those of his day, is just as pertinent to us in our day. 

 It begins with the proclaiming of a day to come which will be like a burning oven.  

When I first came out to this country, I found that the desert can be hot like opening an 

oven door.  Hot and dry, so dry that I didn’t sweat like back in the Midwest.  It was so 

dry that I dried before I got wet.  That heat was like it was during the oat harvest back in 

Nebraska.  We harvested the last of July, the first part of August.  It was usually dry and 

hot, harvest weather we used to say.  The sun would beat down, you could see heat 

waves rising from the fields.  There were accounts of a spark setting fields on fire so 

any cigarettes were sure to be cold before they were tossed out. 
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 More than once you were likely to hear the phrase, “It sure is hot as _ _ _ _ out 

here today.  So when Malachi talks of a burning oven and stubble, it brings back 

memories of times when the day wasn’t the most pleasant.  Yes, if a cigarette or maybe 

a spark from a worn machinery part would fall on that stubble, it would all turn to ash.   

 You might be thinking why give stubble such a bad name.  Yet what is Malachi 

comparing that stubble to?  Is it your son or daughter?  If it isn’t you, could it maybe 

some other you are close to? 

 Heat, burning, ashes, no branch or root left to sprout again with life.  Luke quotes 

John the Baptist, Elijah the prophet who was sent by God before the great and 

awesome day of the Lord: Luke 3:16-17 John answered them all, saying, “I baptize you 

with water, but He who is mightier than I is coming, the strap of whose sandals I am not 

worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.  His winnowing fork is in 

His hand, to clear His threshing floor and to gather the wheat into His barn, but the chaff 

He will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

 The chaff of oat harvest was nasty stuff.  You could use the straw for bedding, 

warmth for the livestock in the winter, but the chaff, the only thing it was good for was to 

cause you all sorts of itching and scratching, only put up with until you could get a 

shower to wash it all away. 

 The chaff is what the Lord is going to burn, those who are not good for anything 

in the Lord’s eyes, even if He still loves them.  Well, maybe they are good for showing 

us what is wrong, even in us at times, helping us to see our sin and confess to God, 

asking forgiveness and counting ourselves lucky that we have a God who forgives and 

cast our sins away.  He placed them on His Son, who took them as His own and paid 

the price with His blood. 

 We have all this from Malachi.  He describes it in various ways.  There will be so 

much evil in the world, so much chaff, so much stubble but where is the heat, the sweat, 

the burning oven for those who fear the Lord?  That is not for you, no, the sun of 

righteousness will rise and you, like calves let out of the stall, you will leap for joy for the 

new found freedom, let out into the light of His grace.  

 Freedom yet slaves in Christ.  Like those who sold themselves to another in the 

Old Testament who when their term of indenture was over, decided they would continue 

under their good employer, choosing to stay with him because of the good they had with 

him. 
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 We have a Savior we owe our lives.  He has set us free, like calves from the stall.  

What a way to describe us and our freedom.  If you have ever had calves in the barn 

and the weather outside was warm enough to turn them out for awhile while you 

cleaned the barn for them, you couldn’t describe new found freedom any better.  The 

sun is shining even though a little cool outside and you open the door and the calves, a 

little timid at first, look outside and then take those first steps only to realize they are 

free, it is then they leap and kick, sometimes even bawl a little.  They are so happy, at 

least from what you see as they wear themselves out in their freedom. 

 Oh, they are going back to the barn when it is cleaned and new bedding is put 

down, with that straw baled after the harvest.  Yes, they are going back to what they 

knew but things there are good too as they have a fresh outlook on what has been done 

for them. 

 When we think of the good we have, we look to the Lord who provides any good 

we have.  We bathe in that goodness as we live our our lives in Him.  Even though we 

have those times when we leap like calves from the stall, we know of challenges in our 

lives, challenges that we have with those the Lord has given us, those who should be 

closest to us. 

 Malachi, in verse 6 prophesies a time to come when Elijah will turn the hearts 

fathers to their children and children to their fathers.  How was he to do that?  He was to 

prepare the way of the Lord.  But how does preparing the way of the Lord have anything 

to do with turning hearts? 

 We heard earlier about some words of John the Baptist, known as the New 

Testament Elijah.  He said he was baptizing with water, making clean, calling for the 

confession of sin and the washing away of that sin but pointing to one greater than 

himself, Jesus.  He is the one who will do the harvesting, separating the wheat from the 

worthless chaff.  It was through Him that the hearts of fathers and children would be 

turned.   

 It is interesting that Malachi uses the term turn.  What does God use for a term 

for repentance?  It is turn.  Turn from sinful ways to live a righteous life, a life lived in the 

Lord.  But what turning do we see here?  It is a turning of hearts to fathers and children.   

 Turning is used over 1000 times in the Old Testament, with Jeremiah using it 

many times to mean repenting.  Yet many other times it means restore, restore to what 

once was.  What once was. 
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 What was that relationship between father and child earlier in life?  The father 

wanting the best for that little baby.  So many hopes and dreams.  Thoughts, especially 

in these United States that who knows, maybe someday he or she might even become 

president of the greatest country in the world. 

 We see men like Abraham Lincoln, or even a peanut farmer from Georgia filling 

that position.  Many different men, everyone different and yet what did their fathers think 

they would become, or could possibly become?  I am sure it wasn’t to be a drunk or a 

druggie. 

 Or what Christian father or child would want to see their child or father continue 

in unbelief?  Don’t each pray that they would be restored, turned back to the child of 

God they were made in their baptisms? 

 Malachi is talking of turning or restoration.  He understands it is not in the hands 

of fathers or children but in the hands of the one the Elijah to come would point to.  That 

one is Jesus, the one John’s father talked about when he prophesied John would be 

Luke 1:76-7 . . . called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go before the Lord to 

prepare His ways, to give knowledge of salvation to His people in the forgiveness of 

their sins, because of the tender mercy of our God, whereby the sunrise shall visit us 

from on high to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to 

guide our feet into the way of peace.” 

 Yes, sorry to say there are those who are in our families who sit in darkness and 

in the shadow of eternal death.  If they aren't turned to the Lord, that will be their end, 

eternal fire in the pit of hell.  Yes, we love them, want the best for them and what better, 

best than the Lord turning their hearts.   

 You think you want it, what about Him?  He went to the cross for them, gave up 

His own perfect life for them and you.  He wants so much to turn them, to restore them 

to that relationship with you but more importantly to Him.  He wants that relationship that 

Adam and Eve had with Him in the garden.   

 They started it all and man has continued on from that day falling into the same 

trap.  It has affected fathers and children from that day forward.   We have experienced 

it first hand in our families and with others in our lives.  He is with us and wants us to 

come to Him to ask Him to work in us to live and witness in the best way to them and to 

look to Him to turn, restore the saving relationship with Himself.  Through His Holy Spirit 

may He turn their hearts so that they will be with us and not in the ultimate destruction. 


